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JSTRACT 



For the acquisition of information fronAa database with a search engine, in which 
information with location attributes is stored, the information is requested from a 
user terminal, in particular from a mobile user terminal, which co-operates with sub- 
stantially stationary transmitting stations. Thk request is transmitted from the user 
terminal to a computer managing a database whether with data, which define the 
location of the user terminal. These location data Ve generated by the user terminal 
or else acquired on the basis of data, which are transmitted to the user terminal when 
it establishes contact with at least one transmitting station of the communication 
10 network. The data, which are made use of as location data or for generating location 
data, and which are procured from memory devices or through measurements, relate 
to geographical locations of transmitting stations, to the coverage area of transmitting 
stations, to signal transmit times, signal intensities, signal reflections, radio bearing 
angles, etc. The computer makes use of the location data for controlling the search 
15 engine in such a manner, that only information with correspondingVlocation attributes 
is selected from the database or else information is organized according to said at- 
tributes. The information selected and/or organized according to location attributes is 
thereupon transmitted to the user terminal. Such information retrieval process is 
automatically very specific and is suitable in particular for tourism, trafff^, transport 
20 and communications, economic purposes, etc. 
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(57) Abstract 

Information is requested from a user terminal, especially from a mobile user terminal which cooperates with a communication system 
with substantially stationary transmitting stations, in order to retrieve information from a database by using a search engine in which 
information with location-related attributes is stored. The request is transmitted by the user terminal to a computer managing the database 
along with data characterizing the location of the user terminal. Said location data is produced or retrieved by the user terminal by way of 
data that is transmitted to the user terminal once the user terminal contacts at least one transmitting station of the communication system. 
Hie data used as location data or used to produce location data is either retrieved from memories or is detected by measurements and relates 
to geographical locations of transmitting stations, to the coverage area of transmitting stations, to signal transmit times, signal intensities, 
signal reflections, directional angles etc. The computer uses said location data for controlling the search engine in such a manner that it 
selects from the database only information having respective location-related attributes or organizes the data according to said attributes. 
The selected information and/or information organized according to location-related attributes is transmitted to the user terminal. The 
inventive method facilitates an information retrieval process that is automatically target-oriented and that is especially useful for tourism, 
transport and communications, the economy etc. 

(57) Zusammenfassung 

Zur Beschaffung von Informationen aus einer Datenbank mit Suchmaschine, in der Informationen mit Standort-Attributen 
gespeichert sind, werden die Informationen von einem Benutzergerat, insbesondere von einem mobilen Benutzergerat, das mit einem 
Ubermittlungsnetz mit im wesendichen stationaren Obermittlungsstationen kooperiert, angefordert Die Anforderung wird vom Benutzergerat 
an einen die Datenbank verwaltenden Rechner ubermitteit zusammen mit Daten, die den Standort des Benutzergerates charakterisieren. 
Diese Standort-Daten werden durch das Benutzergerat generiert oder beschafft anhand von Daten, die dem Benutzergerat bei einer 
Kontaktaufhahme mit mindestens einer Obermittlungsstation des Obermittlungsnetzes Ubermitteit werden. Die als Standort-Daten oder 
zur Generierung von Standort-Daten verwendeten Daten, die aus Speichem beschafft oder durch Messungen erf ass t werden, beziehen 
sich auf geographische Standorte von Obermittlungsstationen, auf Wirkungskreise von Obermittlungsstationen, auf Signallauflangen, 
Signalintensitaten, Signalreflexionen, Peilwinkel etc. Der Rechner verwendet die Standort-Daten zur Steuerung der Suchmaschine derart, 
dass diese aus der Datenbank nur Informationen mit entsprechenden Standort-Attributen auswahlt oder Daten nach diesen Attributen 
organisiert Die ausgewahlten und/oder nach Standort-Attributen organisierten Informationen werden dann an das Benutzergerat ubermitteit. 
Die Iriformationsbeschafrung ist dadurch automatisch gezielt und eignet sich insbesondere fur Touristik, Verkehr, Wirtschaft etc. 
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